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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
6/27/06 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 20-22, 24-26, 31-33, 36, and 42-55 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matheny 
(6766524) in view of Kamada (7,039,928). 



As to claim 20, Matheny discloses: 
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An information service system comprising: a file which stores individual audience 
result information generated as a result of a media program/programs watched by each 
of individual persons and individual interest information generated automatically 
(Although the user inputs an answer, the system, rather than the user, supports code 
that generates the individual interest information, and is hence 'automatic' in the same 
sense as the applicant's system- the user is required to view and control the television, 
and the system has code to determine if the program has been continuously on. In 
other words, a contents creator is required to prepare the test question, inasmuch as 
the a software developer is required to develop code to determine whether a television 
program has been continuously on for more than a predetermined time) by an 
information managing portion on the basis of said individual audience result information 
[13, 6-14]; [4, 7-14); log file 271, fig. 2., [3, 56-67]); 

wherein said individual audience result information is inputted from 
corresponding one of information supply terminals existing on a network, or said 
individual interest information is generated on the basis of said individual audience 
result information inputted from said information supply terminal ([3, 8-55])., 

wherein a predetermined point/points are operated correspondingly to contents 
stored in said file so that said point/points are awarded to said individual person on the 
basis of said operation ([3, 6-14], [4, 7-14]). 

However, Matheny fails to teach: 
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wherein the information management portion generates the individual audience 
result information when a program is kept on for a predetermined time or more by the 
information supply terminal. 

In an analogous art, Kamada teaches that a record is created for a program that 
is viewed for more than a predetermined time in order to prevent an extremely short- 
time view from being registered as a record, which occurs in "channel shopping" - col. 
6, lines 59-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Matheny's invention to include that a record is created for 
a program that is viewed for more than a predetermined time, as taught by Kamada, for 
the advantage of preventing an extremely short-time view from being registered as a 
record, which occurs in "channel shopping". 

5. Claims 31-33, and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Arai et al. (64866920) in view of Saitoh (5444499) 
As to claim 31, 
Arai et al. disclose: 

An information supply terminal comprising: an individual identification portion for 
identifying an individual person ([8, 50-65] since a 'personalized program 1 exists, an 
'individual identification portion' effectively exists, in order to identify or create a 
"personalized program"). 
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a channel selection information input device for inputting channel selection 
information through a media program receiver by which said individual person can 
watch a desired media program voluntarily when said individual person selects a 
channel (remote controller 9-, [10, 39-67]); 

an information generator for generating individual audience result information on 
the basis of an individual identification result and said channel selection information and 
for automatically generating individual interest information on the basis of said individual 
audience result information (fig. 1, program information search section; 'the program 
information search section 4 produces personalized program information comprising the 
selected programs' [8, 50-65]; [3, 6-14], [4, 7-14]; log file 271, fig. 2; [3, 56-67]; user 
participation as taught by Arai such as entering a search criteria is involved, inasmuch 
user participation is involved by the user- selecting a channel to view in the first place)); 
a transmitter for transmitting at least one of said individual audience result information 
or said individual interest information to said information service system (fig. 1, [8, 50 
67]). 

However, Arai fails to teach: 

wherein the information generator generates the individual audience result 
information when a channel is kept to be selected for a predetermined time or more by 
the information supply terminal. 

In an analogous art, Saitoh teaches when a new channel is selected by the user, 
and viewed for at least a predetermined amount of time, the corresponding information 
is stored in order to learn user history control- col. 3, lines 51-63, col. 2, lines 10-19. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Arai's invention to include when a new channel is 
selected by the user, and viewed for at least a predetermined amount of time, the 
corresponding information is stored, as taught by Saitoh, for the advantage of learning 
user history control. 

As to claim 32, Arai et al. disclose: 

an information supply terminal comprising: 

an individual identification means for identifying an individual person ((8, 50-65) 
since a 'personalized program' exists, an 'individual person* effectively exists). 

a channel selection information input means for inputting channel selection 
information through a media program receiver by which said individual person cen 
watch a desire media program voluntarily when said individual person selects a channel 
(remote controller 9., (10, 39-67]); 

an audience result information generating means for generating individual 
audience result information on the basis of an individual identification result and said 
channel selection information ([10, 6-32]); 

an interest information generating means for automatically generating individual 
interest information on the basis of said individual audience result information (fig. 1, 
program information search section; 'the program information search section 4 produces 
personalized program information comprising the selected programs'[8, 50-65]; user 
participation as taught by Arai such as entering a search criteria is involved, inasmuch 
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user participation is involved by the user selecting a channel to view in the first place); 
an information transmission means for transmitting at least one of said individual 
audience result information or said individual interest information to said information 
service system (fig. 1, [8, 50-67]). 
However, Arai fails to teach: 

wherein the information generator generates the individual audience result 
information when a channel is kept to be selected for a predetermined time or more by 
the information supply terminal. 

In an analogous art, Saitoh teaches when a new channel is selected by the user, 
and viewed for at least a predetermined amount of time, the corresponding information 
is stored in order to learn user history control- col. 3, lines 51-63, col. 2, lines 10-19. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Arai's invention to include when a new channel is 
selected by the user, and viewed for at least a predetermined amount of time, the 
corresponding information is stored, as taught by Saitoh, for the advantage of learning 
user history control. 

As to claim 33, Arai and Saitoh disclose the claimed limitations. In particular, 
Arai discloses: 

said information supply terminal has a configuration so that said interest 
information generating means generates said individual interest information, on the 
basis of said individual audience result information, by searching a media program 
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category storage means in which a category of said media program is stored in 
association with said media program (fig. 1 , elements 2, 3, 4, and 5; [8, 50-65]; [10, 6- 
32]). 

As to claim 36, 

Arai discloses: a signal conversion means for converting said individual interest 
information into a signal which can be displayed on a monitor of said media program 
receiver ([10, 1-32]; figs. 4, 6, and 9). 

6. Claim(s) 21-22, 24-26 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Arai et al. (6486920) in view of Matheny et al. (6766524) and 
Kamada. 

As to claim 21, 

Arai discloses: 

An information service system: a file which stores individual audience result 
information generated as a result of a media program/programs watched by each of 
individual persons (fig. 2, program information storing section 2, [8, 50-65]); 

wherein said individual audience result information is inputted from 
corresponding one of information supply terminals existing on a network ([10, 6-32]); fig. 
1 , elements 3 and 4) ; 

wherein individual interest information is generated automatically by an 
information managing portion on the basis of said individual audience result information 
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stored in said file ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]; log file 271 , fig. 2; [3, 56-67]; (fig. 1, program 
information search section; 'the program information search section 4 produces 
personalized program information comprising the selected programs' [8, 50-65]; [3, 6- 
14]; [4, 7-14]; log file 271, fig. 2; [3, 56-67]; user participation as taught by Arai such as 
entering a search criteria is involved, inasmuch user participation is involved by the user 
selecting a channel to view in the first place). 

However, Arai does not specifically disclose: 

wherein a predetermined point/points are operated correspondingly to said 
inputted individual audience result information and said inputted individual interest 
information so that said operated point/points are awarded to said individual person; 
and 

wherein the information management portion generates the individual audience 
result information when a program is kept on for a predetermined time or more by the 
information supply terminal. 

Matheny teaches: 

wherein a predetermined point/points are operated correspondingly to said 
inputted individual audience result information and said inputted individual interest 
information so that said operated point/points are awarded to said individual person ([3, 
6-14]; [4,7-14)). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Arai with Matheny so as to utilize 'a means of 
encouraging viewers to watch commercials' [1, 52-62]. 
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However, Arai and Matheny fail to teach: 

wherein the information management portion generates the individual audience 
result information when a program is kept on for a predetermined time or more by the 
information supply terminal. 

In an analogous art, Kamada teaches that a record is created for a program that 
is viewed for more than a predetermined time in order to prevent an extremely short- 
time view from being registered as a record, which occurs in "channel shopping" - col. 
6, lines 59-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicants invention to modify Arai and Matheny's invention to include that a record is 
created for a program that is viewed for more than a predetermined time, as taught by 
Kamada, for the advantage of preventing an extremely short-time view from being 
registered as a record, which occurs in "channel shopping". 

As to claim 22, 
Arai discloses: 

at least one of an interest information generating means and an interest 
information input means, said interest information generating means being designed so 
that individual audience result information generated as results of media programs 
watched by said individual persons is inputted from information supply terminals existing 
on said network and individual interest information is generated automatically by an 
information managing portion on the basis of said individual audience result information, 
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said interest information input means being designed so that said individual interest 
information generate as said results of media programs watched by said individual 
persons is inputted from said information supply terminals ([10, 6-32]; [3, 6-14]; [4, 7- 
14]; log file 271, fig. 2; [3, 56-67]; fig. 1, program information search section 1 , 'the 
program information search section 4 produces personalize program information 
comprising the selected programs' [8, 50-65]; [3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]; log file 271, fig. 2; [3, 
56-67]; user participation as taught by Arai such as entering a search criteria is 
involved, inasmuch user participation is involved by the user selecting a channel to view 
in the first place); 

a file managing means for managing a file of at least said individual interest 
information (fig. 2, program information storing section 2, [8, 50-65]); 

However, Arai does not specifically disclose: 

an information service system in which information is collected, on a 
predetermined network, from individual persons who watch media programs and points 
are awarded to the individual persons in accordance with the collected information 1 , and 
a first point-awarding means for awarding a predetermined point/points to each of said 
individual persons correspondingly to said inputted individual audience result 
information or said inputted individual interest information. 

wherein the information management portion generates the individual audience 
result information when a program is kept on for a predetermined time or more by the 
information supply terminal. 

Matheny teaches: 
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an information service system in which information is collected, on a 
predetermined network, from individual persons who watch media programs and points 
are awarded to the individual persons in accordance with the collected information ([3, 
6-14]; [4, 7-14]), 

a first point-awarding means for awarding a predetermined point/points to each of 
said individual persons correspondingly to said inputted individual audience result 
information or said inputted individual interest information ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Arai with Matheny so as to utilize 'a means of 
encouraging viewers to watch commercials' [1 , 52-62]. 

However Arai and Matheny fail to teach: 

wherein the information management portion generates the individual audience 
result information when a program is kept on for a predetermined time or more by the 
information supply terminal. 

In an analogous art, Kamada teaches that a record is created for a program that 
is viewed for more than a predetermined time in order to prevent an extremely short- 
time view from being registered as a record, which occurs in "channel shopping" - col. 
6, lines 59-66. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Arai and Matheny's invention to include that a record is 
created for a program that is viewed for more than a predetermined time, as taught by 
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Kamada, for the advantage of preventing an extremely short-time view from being 
registered as a record, which occurs in "channel shopping". 

As to claim 24, 

Arai discloses: a personal data input means for inputting, as personal data, 
information about a media program/programs watched by each of said individual 
persons, from corresponding one of said information supply terminals ([10, 6-32]); 

Matheny teaches: a second point-awarding means for awarding a predetermined 
point/points to said individual person correspondingly to contents of said inputted 
personal data ([5, 50-63]). 

As to claim 25, 

Arai discloses: said system has a configuration so that said individual interest 
information is generated on the basis of said individual audience result information by 
searching a media program category storage means in which a category of each media 
program is stored in association with said media program (fig. 1, elements 2, 3, 4, and 
5; [8, 50-65]; [10, 6-32]). 

As to claim 26, 

Arai discloses: an audience result information aggregating means for aggregating 
said inputted individual audience result information (fig. 2, elements 220, 280; [4, 7-14]). 
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As to claim 42, 
Arai discloses: 

wherein said computer identifies an individual person ([8, 50-65] since a 
'personalized program 1 exists, an 'individual identification portion 1 effectively exists, in 
order to identify or create a "personalized program"). 

inputs channel selection information through a media program receiver by which 
said individual person can watch a desired media program voluntarily if said individual 
person select a channel (remote controller 9', [10, 39-67]); 

generates individual audience result information on the basis of an individual 
identification result and said channel selection information ([10, 6-32]); 
automatically generates individual interest information on the basis of said individual 
audience result information [8, 50-65]; fig. 1, program information search section; 'the 
program information search section 4 produces personalized program information 
comprising the selected programs' [8, 50-65); [3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14], log file 271 , fig. 2; (3, 
56-67]; user participation as taught by Arai such as entering a search criteria is 
involved, inasmuch user participation is involved by the user selecting a channel to view 
in the first place); 

However, Arai does not specifically disclose: 

A program for use in an information supply terminal, comprising a computer, in 
order to make the information supply terminal capable of being used in an information 
service system in which information is collected, on a predetermined network, from 
individual persons who watch media programs, and points are awarded to said 
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individual persons in accordance with the collected information', transmits at least one 
of said individual audience result information and said individual interest information to 
an information collecting server provided in said information service system. 
Matheny teaches: 

A program for use in an information supply terminal, comprising a computer, in 
order to make the information supply terminal capable of being used in an information 
service system in which information is collected, on a predetermined network, from 
individual persons who watch media programs, and points are awarded to said 
individual persons in accordance with the collected information ([3, 6-14]; [4, 7-14]; set- 
top box 245 is a 'computer'); 

transmits at least one of said individual audience result information and said 
individual interest information to an information collecting server provided in said 
information service system (fig. 2). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Arai with Matheny so as to utilize 'a means of 
encouraging viewers to watch commercials' [1 , 52-62]. 

7. Claims 43 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matheny and Kamada as applied to claim 20 above, and further in view of Ismail 
(6614987). 
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As for claim 43, Matheny and Kamada fail to teach wherein the information 
supply terminal retrieves a media program category storage portion, having media 
programs classified into categories in advance, on a basis of the individual audience 
result information thereby to generate the individual interest information. 

In an analogous art, Ismail teaches that the category information (attribute 
information 107) is sent in advance (col. 5, lines 1-5) and is used to categorize the 
programs watched by the user in order to learn the user's preferences- col. 1 0, lines 63 
-col. 11, line 25. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Matheny, and Kamada's invention to include the 
limitations as mentioned above as taught by Ismail, for the advantage of learning the 
user's interests. 

As for claim 48, Matheny, Kamada and Ismail disclose the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Ismail teaches that the category statistics (numerical value) are updated 
when a user watches a program for a predetermined amount of time - col. 1 1 , lines 12- 
18, col. 4, lines 12-22. 

8. Claims 44, 46, 49, and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Arai, Matheny and Kamada as applied to claim 21/42 above, and 
further in view of Ismail 
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As for claims 44 and 46, Arai, Matheny and Kamada fail to teach wherein the 
information supply terminal retrieves a media program category storage portion, having 
media programs classified into categories in advance, on a basis of the individual 
audience result information thereby to generate the individual interest information. 

In an analogous art, Ismail teaches that the category information (attribute 
information 107) is sent in advance (col. 5, lines 1-5) and is used to categorize the 
programs watched by the user in order to learn the user's preferences- col. 10, lines 63 
-col. 11, line 25. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Arai, Matheny, and Kamada's invention to include the 
limitations as mentioned above as taught by Ismail, for the advantage of learning the 
user's interests. 

As for claims 49 and 51 , Arai, Matheny, Kamada, and Ismail teach the claimed 
limitations. In particular, Ismail teaches that the category information (attribute 
information 107) is sent in advance (col. 5, lines 1-5) and is used to categorize the 
programs watched by the user in order to learn the user's preferences- col. 10, lines 63 
- col. 11, line 25. 

9. Claims 45 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Arai and Saitoh as applied to claim 32 above, and further in view of Ismail. 
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As for claim 45, Arai and Saitoh fail to teach wherein the information supply 
terminal retrieves a media program category storage portion, having media programs 
classified into categories in advance, on a basis of the individual audience result 
information thereby to generate the individual interest information. 

In an analogous art, Ismail teaches that the category information (attribute 
information 107) is sent in advance (col. 5, lines 1-5) and is used to categorize the 
programs watched by the user in order to learn the user's preferences- col. 10, lines 63 
-col. 11, line 25. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Arai and Saitoh's invention to include the limitations as 
mentioned above as taught by Ismail, for the advantage of learning the user's interests. 

As for claim 50, Arai, Saitoh, and Ismail teach the claimed limitations. In 
particular, Ismail teaches that the category information (attribute information 107) is sent 
in advance (col. 5, lines 1-5) and is used to categorize the programs watched by the 
user in order to learn the user's preferences- col. 10, lines 63 - col. 1 1 , line 25. 

10. Claim 47 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arai and 
Saitoh as applied to claim 33 above, and further in view of Ismail. 
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As for claim 47, Arai and Saitoh fail to teach the information supply terminal 
retrieves the media program category storage portion and adds a numerical value to a 
hit category of the individual interest information. 

In an analogous art, Ismail teaches that the category statistics (numerical value) 
are updated when a user watches a program for a predetermined amount of time - col. 
11, lines 12-18, col. 4, lines 12-22. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Arai and Saitoh's invention to include the above 
mentioned claim limitations, as taught by Ismail, for the advantage of determining the 
amount of liking of a user toward various categories. 

11. Claim 52 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arai and 
Saitoh. 

As for claim 52, Arai and Saitoh fail to teach an information supply terminal 
comprising a signal conversion means which converts the individual interest information 
into a signal which can be displayed on a monitor of the media program receiver. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known in the art to display the 
user's viewing characteristics to the viewer such that the viewer could view their viewing 
characteristics. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Arai and Saitoh's invention to include the above 
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mentioned limitations for the advantage of such that the viewer could view their viewing 
characteristics. 

12. Claim 53 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matheny 
and Kamada. 

As for claim 53, Matheny and Kamada teach individual persons watch media 
programs by media program receivers as discussed above but fail to teach the 
individual interest information is converted by a signal conversion means into a signal 
which can be displayed on a monitor of the media program receiver. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known in the art to display the 
user's viewing characteristics to the viewer such that the viewer could view their viewing 
characteristics. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Matheny and Kamada's invention to include the above 
mentioned limitations for the advantage of such that the viewer could view their viewing 
characteristics. 

13. Claims 54 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Arai, Matheny, and Kamada. 
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As for claims 54 and 55, Arai, Matheny, and Kamada teach individual persons 
watch media programs by media program receivers as discussed above, but fail to 
teach the individual interest information is converted by a signal conversion means into 
a signal which can be displayed on a monitor of the media program receiver. 

The Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well known in the art to display the 
user's viewing characteristics to the viewer such that the viewer could view their viewing 
characteristics. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify Arai, Matheny, and Kamada's invention to include the 
above mentioned limitations for the advantage of such that the viewer could view their 
viewing characteristics. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sumaiya A. Chowdhury whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8567. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7292. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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